










PEOPLE & PLACES 

MURMURINGS FROM mE SUNNY SOU1H 

It is our firm intention this time not 
to mention "Newcastle United" and 
"Penalties" at all, and we also refuse to 
believe that Pop Robson and Colin 
Todd left the North because they were 
fed up with being the only footballers 
there. 

Our Regional Estimator Frank 
Roberts has recently taken up perma· 
nent residence in a padded cell at 
Millbrook Road completely surrounded 
by tender documents, pep pills, 
Qptimism tablets and heart stimulants. 

Assistance is given by Chrystine and 
Les who are only subjected to thee 
pressures of the "Tender" Factory in 
small doses in an effort to preserve their 
sanity for a while longer. 

Frank's wife is allowed a weekly visit 
with food on condition that her time 
with him is spent on the calculating 
machine. At present Frank's tenders are 
being passed through to the "&lashing" 
and "Skinning" department at a fantas
tic rate where they receive the "treat
ment" prior to being dispatched in a 
fleet of fast cars all over the south. 

Our only worry is that one day he'll 
hit the jackpot with two or three 
successes corning in together in which 
eventuality Frank has been promised 
faithfully that he will be rewarded by 
being demoted to Agent again to look 
after them. 

Mike Ferris who is at present 
attempting to complete our contract at 
C.J.B. Hythe (Where our Client seems 
to be determined to retain us forever by 
awarding constant additional work) and 
also together with John Lavers making 
all out efforts to build a £40,000 sub
station in only 12 weeks, is now the 
somewhat depressed possessor of the 
shortest, widest, Ford Escort in Britain. 
This phenomenon was the direct result 
of a group of motorists including Mike 
forming a conspiracy and thoughttessly 
stopping when the traffic lights were 
red. Of course he realises now he should 
have sent a message back to the idiot 
behind who was engaged in a race to 
beat the previous set of lights about 
I OOft behind. 

When asked how he normally 
managed to stop when there were no 
cars in front of him, the gentleman 
replied that he occasionally engaged the 
use of the foot brake but he felt that by 
far the most effective method of 
stopping quickly was the one he'd just 
discovered of violently compacting four 
stationary cars. 

Mike and J oho also form the basis of 
our team at present engaged on the 
provision of 78 acres of container 
storage area at Southampton Docks. 
This contract valued at approx. 
£750,000 is to be phased over a two 
year period and is at present just begin
ning to move with the help of a new 
95 lB Cat reluctantly squeezed from the 
Plant Yard. Our operator "Lofty 
Matthews" guarantees that it is the only 
one in existence with a fitted carpet. 
(Please Stan don't increase the hire 
charges, "Lofty" supplied it). 

It would appear that a somewhat 
rare event may be celebrated on this 
contract with the final measu·re almost 
coinciding with the completion of con
struction, this will of course eliminate 
the 6 months rest period Quantity 
Surveyors 'Con' everyone into believing 
is necessary for the final measure. The 
presence on site of a Resident Clients 
Q.S. may conceivably have had some 
slight bearing on this! 

Our resident comedian at Bourne
mouth is that much publicised celebrity 
Terry Trenerry who has recently had his 
E Type Jag. resprayed a different colour 
in the hope that the owners of various 
cars he has nudged during his nightly 
exploits around town won't recognise 
him. 

Finally we'd like to express how 
impressed we were with the photograph 
and article on City Car Park Newcastle 
in our January issue. 

FROM TEESSIDE 
A new tradition in opening ceremonies 
was established on Teesside recently. 

Serk Radiators, who are occupying 
one of the factory units at Innes Street, 
were delighted to have their factory 
handed over on time, especially after 
the liquidation of the contractors who 
had originally started the 

To celebrate, Brims staff and others 
connected with the project were invited 
to an elegant luncheon consisting of 
Fish and Chips in traditioqal news
paper, washed down by Jarge quantities 
of champagne. 

The merry team on site before and 
after were Bob Kendrew and Chris 
Tinlcler. 

Congratulations to: 
Ken and Sally Morrison on the birth of 
their daughter Gwyneth Fiona Catrona 
on Sth May 1971. Gwyneth weighed 8 
lb 1 lozs. Both mother and daughter are 
well. 

Unabridged Life Story ofM.G. Ferris 
I started work as a cabinet maker in 
yacht building, after 6 years the Queen 
kindly invited me to work for her for 
two years. Not being one to decline an 
offer like this I reported to the wilds of 
deepest Surrey where I was placed in 
uniform and tortured for 16 weeks. 

After surviving this period I was dis
guised as a military policeman and sent 
to the Middle East where I enjoyed a life 
of mainly sport, gaining representative 
honours with combined services at foot
ball, athletics and cricket. 

On being demobbed I was unable to 
settle into the mundane life of yacht 
building and decided to try civil engin· 
eering where incredible wages of 
nearly £20 per week could be earned. 

I spent several years leading the life 
of a nomad up and down the country 
before I finally settled down in one 
place long enough to be married. 

I then joined Brims as a Joiner on 
their first contract in Southampton in 
March J 963 and have steadily bluffed 
my way through the ranks until being 
appointed Agent 1 year ago. 

During my 8 years with the Com· 
pany I have worked in Southampton, 
Beverley, Nottingham, Newark, Ports
mouth, Croydon and Gosport. 

I have two children, Nicola 8 and 
Stephen S!h and a Red Setter dog which 
rules the house. My home is at Fareham 
which is situated mid-way between 
Portsmouth and Southampton. 

We are sorry to hear of the illness of Les 
Crowther, a general foreman with the 
company and an employee of long 
standing. J am sure that all his friends 
and colleagues will join us in wishing 
him well and hope he has a rapid 
recovery. 



MANAGEMENT 
STUDY GROUP A.G.M. 

Wednesday, April 7th saw the final 
meeting in the 1970-71 Programme of 
the M.S.G. In addition to the showing 
of two films-"Man agement in 
Action" and the "National Managerial 
Test"-the meeting constituted the 
A.G.M. of the Group. 

Proposals and voting took place 
with remarkable speed. David Gibson 
was elected to take over as Chairman 
from David Weatherly and John Dean 
as Vice Chairman. Eddie Blyth takes 
over as Secretary from Andrew Marr 
with Jeff Duggan continuing as Treas
urer. 

The Group took a unanimous 
decision to invite the Directors of the 
Compa ny to become Honorary 
Members. 

A discussion and review of the 
activities took place with a view to 

SAFETY 
Teaching Accident Prevention 
Over the years people who earn a liv
ing in the fie ld of Safety al'pear to 
have become addicted to using catch 
phrases and slogans. One of the most 
popular used to be "Accidents do not 
happen- they are always caused" 

Today the favourite is "Safety can 
and should be taught". The last time I 
heard this mentioned I began reflect
ing on it. What exactly does it mean? 
How far can Safety really be taught" 
Who can teach it? And how success
fully is this subject being taught in 
practice. I have to confess that airing 
my views on these educational matters 
I labour under a feeling of inferiority, 
for according to my eldest son who is 
a Senior Tutor in a large and prom
inent Public School my knowledge of 
the prac tical side of teaching is strictly 
limited. Therefore I make no claim 
that my conclusions on the teaching of 
Safety are authoritative. 

However, I am convinced that you 
cannot teach Safety as a subject on its 
own in the same way as Arithmetic or 
History is taught. 

People can be lectured to obey 
precepts such as "look before they 
leap." They can be shown Safety films 
and handed out Literature on self
preservation. Safety posters can be 
exhibited, and pro tective equipment 
issued. 

navigating the right course for 
1971-72. It was agreed to slant the 
activities more towards the Construct
ion Industry. 

Subject to the availability of funds, 
it was agreed to continue to aim for 
the leaders in any particular field when 
organising the Annual Conference. The 
general format of the Conference was 
satisfactory, although there was agree
ment that the work-load and amount 
of group par ticipation be increased. 
Industrial Relations appeared to be the 
favourite subject for next year. 

The Steering Committee of John 
Dean, Derek Horner, Eddie Blyth and 
Andrew Marr were re-elected en bloc 
to prepare the 1971-72 Programme. 
Proposals, suggestions, etc.. for the 
content of the programme or location 
of the meetings will be most welcome. 

CHATTER 

But surely the test of teaching is 
whether or not the pupils have really 
)earned. Jn the Safety field it appears 
they have not. People still fail to apply 
elementary Safety principles on the 
actual job. The National Accident rate 
for the Industry proves it. 

Safety Courses for Supervisory 
staff, Apprentices etc. are organised 
and run in most parts of the country. 
Employers see that they are well 
attended. 

The comments made by people 
attending these courses are often re 
vealing i.e. "A lot of Armchair 
Theory" "They give you mental Indi
gestion" "There is too much to absorb 
in the time allotted". 

"H we have to do all that, we will 
get no work done". These are the most 
common of criticisms so often heard. 

Probably the most effective Safety 
Teaching is that applied in specialised 
practical courses for jobs like Scaffold 
erection, Crane Driving, Slinging etc. 
where Safety is hardly mentioned. 

In other words these courses are 
put over as just part of the correct and 
efficient way to do the job. and that in 
my opinion means Safety. 

" Qui Collaborant" 
M. Curran. 

MEAT PIE.-Ingre d ien ts-sixteen 
pounds of meat, five pounds of flour, 
one and a half pounds of suet, one 
pound of onions, two ounces of salt, 
and half an ounce of pepper. 
Mode.-Make the paste, cut up and 
stew the onions with jelly from the 
meat added, cut the meat into dice 
and place it in a baking dish, add the 
onions, season with pepper and salt, 
cover with a light crust, and bake in a 
quick oven for twenty minutes. 

STEW:-Sixteen pounds of meat, 
two pounds of carrots or other vege
tables, one pound of onions, two 
ounces of salt, and half an ounce of 
pepper. Mode.-Cut up the vegetables 
and onions, which place in a boiler 
with sufficient water to cover them, 
add some jelly from the meat, well 
seasoned with pepper and salt, and 
stew gently, keeping the lid of the 
boiler closely shut till the vegetables 
are tender, then add the meat; let the 
whole simmer for ten minutes, and 
serve. 

POTATOE PIE~-Ingredients.
Sixteen and a half pounds of meat, 
twenty pounds of potatoes, one pound 
of onions, three ounces of salt, and 
half an ounce of pepper. Mode.-Cut 
up and stew the onions with jelly from 
the meat added, boil or steam the 
potatoes and mash them, grease the 
inside of the baking-dish, line the sides 
with a portion of the mashed potatoes, 
place the meat and cooked onions in 
the centre, season with pepper and 
salt, cover up with the remainder of 
the mashed potatoes, and bake till the 
potato cover is brown. 

H.M.O. 



CYGNET 
CLUB 

FORmCOMING ATIRACTIONS 
Barbecue/Disco 
Don't forget folks! June 4th, is Barbe
que night . at Tran~eJl Aerodro~e. 
Music supplied by a Discotheque, Juicy 
steaks, lovely bangers, plenty of booze. 
If you haven't got a ticket, contact K. 
Park immediately. 

Car Treasure Hunt-Mid July, circular 
to follow. 

Tennis Club 
The Tennis Tournament '71 has now 
been arranged. The draw is as 
follows:-

A.M. Marr 
K. Brown 
T. Richards 
T.J. Dodd 
I.Gibbons 
K. Hails 
P. Waller 
R. Harrison 

SINGLES 
vs L.R. Hensser 
vs E.J. Bradley 
vs J . Hemsworth 
vs J . Patterson 
vs A. Richardson 
vsA. Wigham 
vs G. Slater 
vsD. Lund 

DOUBLES 
E.J. Bradley 
A.M.Marr 
L.R. Hensser 
P. Waller 
A. Richardson 
A. Wigham 
T. Richards 
G. Slater 

D. Lund 
vs J . Patterson 

K. Hails 
vs R. Harrison 

T.1. Dodd 
vs J. Gibbons 

K.Brown 
vs J. Hemsworth 

It is a great pity that none of our 
splendid ladies have been tempted to 
enter this year as I feel sure their 
presence can only but add to the 
attraction of the competition! 

Squash Club 
Due to the success of the trial period, 
the club intends to operate a season 
from September- March. Members will 
be informed by circular. 

CYGNET BOAT CLUB 
Our first boat trip of the season very 
nearly didn't take place on Wednesday 
evening(May 12th). 

When the crew arrived at our moor
ings in Wallsend Gut, we found the for
ward storage locker had been broken 
into and all our rods had been stolen. 

The languague used by Skipper Jack 
Thompson in response to our unfortun· 
ate findings was a joy to listen to, 
indeed I felt quite .put out that I 
couldn't match his eloquence. We 
reckoned afterwards he must have used 
every naughty word in the book and 
some that have never been printed! 

Thanks largely to Jack, we managed 
to fashion six hand lines out of two 
rather long hand lines we had hidden on 
the boat, by joining together odd bits of 
string, hand line, wire and nylon. 

Our passengers, who we must say 
were very patient with us and never 
complained of our late arrival or fruity 
language, were drawn from site and 
Head Office personnel, namely John 
Wood, Ian Bain, Roger Schofield, Philip 
Macdonald, Peter Martindale and Dave 
Croucher. All passengers managed to 
catch a couple of codling each and 
threatened to put their names down for 
a trip later on in the season. 

We had only one break in the har
mony and it occurred when John and 
Peter somehow managed to get their 
lines entangled underneath the boat 
(typical Site Agent stuff). When we 
ftnally got both lines inboard we dis
covered one of them had a fish hooked 
and the other didn't. The big question 
was "Whose Fish?" Peter won the argu
ment and fish, but only after such near 
the bone phrases as "Fish Rustler", 
"Codling Stealer" and "Pirate" had 
been exchanged. 

The Skipper put a stop to further 
wrangling by threatening to make them 
row the boat back up the Tyne, know
ing full well that Agents are allergic to 
hard work. Needless to say, the argu
ment ceased forthwith. 

We were going to postpone any 
further boat trips until Jack and I could 
rake together a few rods, but fortun
ately, this is no longer necessary as we 
have recovered four of the nine rods 
vthich ·the thieves had thrown in the 
"Gut". 

Boat Club members will be con
tacted soon with new sailing dates and 
times. 

·1.s:F. 

GOLF SOCIETY 
The society experienced thei.r first ever 
wash-out in 5 seasons in the outing to 
Bamburgh, Saturday 20th March. 

An ironic aspect was the fact that at 
21, including visitors. the turn out was 
one of the best ever. Everyone who 
promised to attend braved the elements 
and made the 50 mile dash from Tyne
side. Perhaps this was indicative of a 
winter long exile of Saturday shopping 
with wives? 

The golf handicap did not improve as 
a result of the outing but everyone 
finished the morning "off scratch" at 
dominoes and solo. 

Because of the disastrous weather, 
Bamburgh Golf Club kindly "bent" 
their rules and allowed a re-arranged 
outing on Saturday l 7th April when 12 
Cygnet Club members and 7 visitors 
attended. The results were as follows: 

CYGNET CLUB: 

lst Jack Hedley 
2nd 1 ohn Prest 
3rd Roy Tateson 

38 points 
38 poin'ts 
32 points 

Because of a tie in points the player 
with the best score over the first 9 
holes- Jack Hedley-was placed first. 

VISITORS: 

lst Bob Jenkins 40 points 
2nd Tom Christier 38 points 
Both these players represented the 
Walker Yard of our Parent Company. 

We would like to express our thanks 
to Mr. Austin Thompson of Acrow 
(Engineer's) Ltd., who very kindly 
donated golf balls as prizes for this out
ing. 

The society is also arranging a 
Knockout competition for the first 
time this season the first round games 
will have been completed too late to 
give the results in this edition and the 
final round is due for completion by 
25th September. 

William Hills are currently consider
ing odds and anyone wishing to sponsor 
the competition should contact Jack 
Hedley. 

The proposed "golfing weekend" 
has been deferred until the winter 
season when it is hoped to take advan
tage of the "Special Offer" weekends at 
perhaps Gullane-Scotland. 

The other outings this season are: 
Hcxham -Saturday 26th June 
Brancepeth -Saturday 25th Sept. 

STOP PRESS 
The Team representing the Brims 
Management Study Group in the 
National Management Game, a 
competition sponsored by the 
Financial Times Institute of Chartered 
Accountant and International Com
puters Ltd., have successfully battle~ 
their way into the 3rd round. This 
in fact means that they are in the last 
64 "Company" teams out of an 
original 780, with only two more 
rounds to go before the final. The 
team who compete in their own time 
are: 

J.K. Hill 
J. Duggan 
D. Gibson 
G. Allanson 
D. Weatherly 
R. Schofield 


